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Hospital Information Systems: The Status and Approaches in Selected Countries of the Middle East

Hamid Moghaddasi?*, Ali Mohammadpour?, Hamzeh Mazaherilaghab®

1.  Associate Professor, HIM and Medical Informatics, Department of Health Information Technology and Management,
Faculty of Paramedical Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.
2. Assistant Professor, Health Information Management, Department of Health Information Technology ,School of

Paramedical Sciences, Hamadan University of Medical Sciences Hamadan, Iran. [Corresponding Author, email:

al.mohammadpour@umsha.ac.ir].
3. Assistant Professor, English Language, Department of English ,School of medicine, Hamadan University of Medical

Sciences Hamadan, Iran.,

Introduction: Since Hospital Information Systems (HISs) are among the most important
information systems in the health sector, so the present study tries to shed light upon the situation
of HISs in the selected countries of the Middle East region to reflect national strategies and
activities in the case of HISs for lesson learning and use of experiences.

Methods: In this study, the information about HISs status of the selected countries of the Middle
East region obtained through various approaches including national, international resources and
contacting with the officials responsible for HISs. Retrieved information after several stages of
reading was categorized and then the findings presented.

Results: The findings revealed that the surveyed countries have widely used HISs since the
1980s. HIS use and development varies to a certain extent. Since the middle of the first decade of
the 21st century, Ministry of Health officials have considered the importance of HISs integration
and creating Electronic Health Record which, Oman, Bahrain and UAE are among the leading
countries.

Conclusion: Since the emergence of HISs in the healthcare centers, these countries have
employed various approaches. In any case, to avoid the wasting important resources including
financial and human ones, use of the successful experiences of other countries along with the
formulation of a comprehensive plan, is highly recommended, while considering all HIS aspects,
including national and international standards.

Keywords: Information Systems, Hospital Information Systems, Middle East
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